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The soil of this district is in most parts indifferent,
Rocks, or large detached pieces of granite, project in
the fields, and the country is overrun with low prickly bushes.
^   ,                 Inland, the country becomes more clayey, and is <tf

Produce.                                                    J                                     J   *

course more productive. The whole extent of land under
cultivation is estimated at 154,400 cawnies,* the proportion of wet to
dry land being about three to one; the chief productions are dry
grain, betel, oil, fruits, vegetables, cloth, firewood; all of which find
a ready market at Madras. The cultivation of indigo has also been
undertaken, but not with much success.

The palmyra thrives without trouble, and is both cheap and abun-
dant. The tan, or fermented juice, and the jaggery or inspissated juice
of this tree (the lorassus flabelhformis) are much esteemed. Bamboos
are very scarce, and sell for three times their cost in Calcutta, but re-
cently the inhabitants have been encouraged to plant them round
their houses.

The trade of the district is not extensive, and consists principally of
grain, betel-nut, and other IsTative produce which is brcragkt from the
western countries, together with cotton thread, and dyes for tlte cloth
manufacturers. Salt of a fine quality is made in great abundance
along the sea coast, and the grain merchants load their carriage bul-
locks and carts with it on their return to the westward. The salt
trade is however gradually drawing more to the town of Madras.

Climate               ^Q climate does not materially differ from that of

Madras.

Chingleput.
The chief town of the Collectorate, where a Zillah Court is held,
lies in a south-west direction from Madras, and distant 36 miles :
there being an excellent road between. It was formerly a place of
some strength, and is still surrounded by a rampart and ditch two
miles in circumference. It is bounded on the eastern and greater
part of the northern faces, by an artificial lake two miles long and
one broad, from which the ditch is supplied with water. The fort is
400 yards in length from north to south, and 280 in breadth from
east to west; it is divided into two parts. The eastern, is considerably
elevated, and forms what is called the inner fort. The entire western
1 Cawnw = 1 322 Acres,